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WHILE most of us wer e getting over the
excesses of Christmas and Boxing Day ,
freelance softwar e developer Richar d
Willis was setting of f on a
psychogeographic tr ek ar ound Swindon.

He put into practice a long-held notion to walk
around the outskirts of town - as closely as
possible in a perfect cir cle from the centre - and
now he’s published a book about his exploits.

“It was a chance to see my town in a new
light and understand it and myself a little

better, a kind of psychological investigation
into the power of rambling,” said Richar d,
35, who grew up in Swindon and now
lives in Brighton.

Originally he was going to do the 15-
mile walk with three friends, but
weather, illness or something else
always got in the way.

So the day after Boxing Day,
during a Christmas visit to his
parents Janice and David, who live
at Coate, he set off by himself on
the journey which began and
ended in Old Town.

Along the way it took in
Mannington, West Swindon, North
Swindon, the A419, Stratton,
Covingham, Nythe, Park North and
The Lawns.

Not all of the book is
complimentary and Richard’s mum

wasn’t happy about his portrayal of
Pinehurst as a deprived area.
“But if anyone is to blame for that, it’ s

the council, not the people. I didn’ t want
to upset anyone - my granny still lives ther e

- but I wanted to be honest,” said Richar d,
although he admitted he wasn’ t quite so

bothered about annoying the residents of some
of the estates of “new-builds and cul-de-sacs”.

“The writing about some of the ar eas is not as
positive as others but you have to keep it in
context - and it ends on an upbeat note,” he
said.

The walk was inspired by Iain Sinclair’s book
London Orbital, which charts the author’ s
circular tour around the capital within the
“acoustic footprints” of the M25 motorway .
Richard planned to write a blogspot online about
his own endeavour.

“But as I sat down to work afterwar ds I
discovered that the whole experience was so
rich, that there was so much to cover, that it
ballooned to over 10,000 wor ds before I even
began hunting around libraries for historical
source material,” said Richard.

He didn’t know quite what to do with it but a
writer friend suggested that although it was of
minority interest and publishers wouldn’ t touch
it, there was an audience of Swindonians who
might well want to r ead it.

So he enlarged it into an extended essay and
had 100 copies printed.

The result is a book which merges the past
and present of the town with har d facts and
Richard’s imagination. 

“Psychogeography is a term I find dif ficult to
define, but that’ s how I interpreted it,” said
Richard. “The experience has given me a deeper
and more complex and sympathetic view of my
home town.”

n Tonight Richar d will be at the Post Moder n
gallery in Theatr e Squar e at 7pm selling and
signing copies of Swindon Orbital, and on
Monday he will be at T aste in V ictoria Road
from noon to 2pm. Copies, at £5, can also be
obtained by emailing Richar d at
admin@richtextformat.co.uk
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with Patrick Arundell

Late night discussions could get a little bit
intense. Try not to hone in on things too narr owly.
You can be an impatient person at times Aries, but if
you retain a sense of the bigger pictur e, this will be
to your advantage today. Even if others seem brittle
or critical, try to rise above this. Call for mor e…

Any psychological chains that ar e holding
you back are, in the years to come, going to
be vital to confr ont. Once monthly now, this issue
will come up, as it can today . Frustrations may be
linked to situations or people you'r e involved with,
but do see your authorship within these. Call for
more…

The Sun sees you more gregarious now,
which is to be welcomed, especially as
Mercury continues in the grip of Satur n. Yet if you
try to escape family or emotional concer ns through
buying luxury items or an unwise romantic tryst,
they’re unlikely to prove liberating for long. Call for
more…

Noticed a shift in your r elationships
over the last year? In some cases you
may have broken away from people or sit -
uations that were no longer healthy or
have gained a better understanding of the impor -
tance of others. Today a pressure point can see fur-
ther revelations or insights. Call for more…

Use the Moon’s goodness today. There
are major planets agitating and your
bases maybe shifting. If you can fallback
on your natural warmth and personality , this can do
a lot to nullify these tensions. What is crucial is that
you don’ t try to for ce anyone around to your values.
Call now for more…

Single? Yet would like a new romantic
adventure? Part of you could be feeling
hemmed in by what you per ceive as your
weaknesses. Yet don’ t be too hard on
yourself and importantly don’ t compare your-
self to anyone else. This simply won’ t help to bol -
ster your spirits. Call for your love scope…

If vague worries are coming into your
mind, what might be behind these? Or
are you tending to think mor e pessimisti-
cally about your options? The worst of this is that
things are shifting for you, but the planets ar e in-
deed delicately placed. Hang fir e on any big deci-
sions. Call now for more…

Are you set to suddenly doubt that a
long worked for aspiration is still im -
portant? Or are links to friends, or one in
particular, proving more tenuous than before? You
may find yourself seeking reassurance, but this will
come from being comfortable with your own values.
Call for more…

You can be an idealistic person, but a
tempting option may go against your
strongly held beliefs or could see you
becoming less involved with something
you hold dear. Life is a series of trades
off’s and compromises and there can be the need
for some juggling here. Call for more astral advice…
We’ve all heard the expression, "he/she didn’ t re-

alise how powerful or str ong they were".
This may be something to bear in mind
now. Inside your mind and your world,
life can seem unfair or at least not as fair to
you as you’d like. But it’ s how you respond to this
that is crucial. Call for mor e…
During the recession of the 1920’s the phrase was

coined…"ther e’s nothing to fear but the
fear". This has proved just as apt in rela-
tion to the curr ent downtur n. It may be something
for you to be conscious of, if you find yourself ten -
tative about taking on some kind of challenge. Call
for more…
Someone may want to help you but ther e may be

strings attached…or that’ s how it
can feel. You would be wise to steer
clear of any situation which can be af -
flicted in this way. It all boils down to
power. Don’t seek to hold it over anyone, but nor
allow anyone to wield it over you. Call for mor e…
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Aries Mar 21-Apr 20

Taurus Apr 21-May 21

Gemini May 22-June 21

Cancer June 22-July 23

Leo July 24-Aug 23

Virgo Aug 24-Sep 23

Libra Sept 24-Oct 23

Scorpio Oct 24-Nov 22

Sagittarius Nov 23-Dec 21

Capricorn Dec 22-Jan 20

Aquarius Jan 21-Feb 19

Pisces Feb 20-Mar 20

For insights around life changes, romantic, financial
and health issues, read daily updates from top
astrologer, Swindon-educated Patrick Arundell, or
call his starlines for further predictions.

CIRCLES
- both
symbolic
and literal -
play a large
part in Swindon
Orbital and none so
much as the town’ s Magic
Roundabout. Here’s an extract:

Foremost amongst Swindon’s
questionable attractions must be
the notorious Magic Roundabout.

Built in 1972 by avant-garde experimentalists, the
Transport and Road Research Laboratory, at a cost to
the taxpayer of £65,000, the Magic Roundabout is in
many ways the locus of the town; it gives outsiders a
centre point to focus upon and Swindonians an axis to
spin around.

Swindon is a blue-collar town, built on the steel
wheels of the transport industry; first the railway, then,
later, the sprawling motor works of Pressed Steel,
Renault, Rover and Honda; the Magic Roundabout is
its hub, a skid-pan for speculative combustion trials, a
turntable spindle for an album of working men’s tunes
to perpetually rotate around.

For those accustomed to its madness it makes
sense, but watching unsuspecting out-of-towners
approach the roundabout is an endless source of joy.
The calm assurance of the experienced road-user
disintegrates into a fog of panic and confusion as he or
she attempts to comprehend the eccentric traffic
management scheme laid out before him or her; a
scheme he or she is expected - if not by acquaintance
then at least by the irascible impatience of the driver
behind - to understand and navigate at first sight; a low
comedy of enduring mirth (well, I enjoy it anyway).

JAINE BLACKMAN
meets a Swindon man
who took a roundabout
tour of his home town 

GOING AROUND
IN CIRCLES

“

“

n Asda Walmart: “its gravity is so
overwhelming it pulls everything into its orbit”

n Motor ola: “iconic local moder nism”

n Richar d at
the Magic
Roundabout
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